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A. Photographic hlistory 
of the 


Smith Family 


Vol. 2: Valentine & Alberta Smith 


N” 1: Trenton to Mamilton 


The photographs in this volume begin with a photograph from 1947, the year before 
Valentine and Alberta were married at Saint Mary’s Cathedral on Warren Street in 
Trenton, New Jersey. Valentine, or Billy, as he was known, came from immigrant stock, 
His father hailed from the extreme northeast of the country of Hungary as it had just 
come into being after World War II. The small town of Hosszu-Laz had not changed in 
two hundred years — a single street lined with single-family homes with thatched roofs. A 
place he had never visited, nor would he. His father died in 1940, just before the war had 
planned his life for him. He couldn’t know that, in another hundred years, Hosszu-Laz 
wouldn’t change — the same homes with thatched roofs lined each side of the single street 
and, it has been said, members of his extended family still own and maintain the home his 
father knew though it has been unoccupied for many decades. His mother’s family came 
from less than a hundred miles northwest, a little village named Spisska Stara Vez in the 
Slovak Republic, almost in Poland. And now he was to marry Alberta — her father being a 
first-generation American, born in Manhattan to Italian parents who never became 
citizens. On the other hand, her mother came from the the deepest European visitors to 
these shores — her Dutch-Arab great-grandfather several times over, arrived in 1629 and 
her English ancestor — the Southards, just as her own mother was named, Dorothy Ruth 
Southard — arrived in 1640. This volume is their lives as told in photographs. 


By Dr. Brian A. Smith 


Miss Alberta Jean Matelena 


Daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Albert J. 
Matelena of 328 Euclid Avenue, who is 
engaged to wed V. W. Smith, son of 
Mrs. Joséph J. Smith of 1237 South 
1948 Broad Street. The wedding will take 


place in June. 


. ] 


June 19, 1948 


Best Man: J ohn Smith 


Maid of Honor: Dorothy Matelena 


Left: Joseph Smith. Kathryn Smith (yellow), Pete Gurland, Dorothy Matelena (orange), 
Center: Albert Matelena, Alberta Matelena, Valentine Smith, 

Right: John Smith, Barbara Dupras, Michael Smith, Theresa Gavenda (pink) and Dolly 
Furman (blue; both are cousins of the bride) 
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Mary, Joe, Hiclen: Valentine, Nana, Kathryn, Mike, Peasy, Tol: and ime > Smith 


Dorothy Matelena (mother of the bride) 


What’s 
going on 
over there? 


Parents of the bride & groom and flower girl 
Barbara Dupras 
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ST. MARY'S CATHEDRAL 
TRENTON, N. J. 


This is to Certity 


Valentine William Smith 
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Alberta Jean Matelena | 


Rev....William J. Campbell oo... ens 


officiating in the presence of..JOPM...s0.nu SAD cues 


and. Dorothy Matelena 


from the Marriage Register of this Church. 


Dated..t4 August 1985 
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Jefferies & Manz Inc., Phila., Pa. 19125 
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According to the Rite of the Roman Catholic Church and in 
conformity with the laws of the State of New Jersey, 


sop ccs Seabees osToSNaD tis cree clans SL GROSSES Witnesses, as appears 
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Relaxing at Landwehr’s 


| "Mrs. Val W. Smith 
The former Miss Alberta Matelena, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Matelena of 328 Euclid Avenue, who was 
married to the son of Mrs. Anna Smith of 1237 South 


Broad Street. The ceremony took place at St. Mary's 
/ Cathedral. 


Aug. 1948 


as it appeared in 1948 
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Billy studied electrical engineering at the Drexel Institute of Science & Technology 
January — July 1949 


Philadelphia Beautitul DREXEL INSTITUTE OF ART SCIENCE & INDUSTRY 


CIRCA 1930 32ND & CHESTNUT STREETS 
Photographed.and Published by K. F. Lutz, Philadelphia, Pa. Orig. Photography Made in Germany No. 190. 


Drexel institute of Art, Science and Industry. Great ourt 


32nd & Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia 
Photograph circa 1891, reproduced 1945. 


Free Library of Philadelphia 
Digital Collections, Item No. pdec01746 
Castner Scrapbook v. 17, Education 1, page 1A 


Drexel Institute of Art, Science and Industry 


32nd & Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia 
Photograph circa 1891, reproduced 1945. 


Free Library of Philadelphia 
Digital Collections, Item No. pdec01746 
Castner Scrapbook v. 17, Education 1, page 1A 
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De Cou VILLAt 


HAMMTOM TOWNSHIP 


OPEN 


FOR YOUR INSPECTION 
BEGINNING FRIDAY, CCT, Dérh 
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DeCOU VILLAGI 
| Perilous, Uncertain Times 
Can Better Be Weathered In A 
Home Of Your Oren 


WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER OUR HOMES IN DE COU VI 
—WE HAVE PLANNED THEM CAREFULLY AND 
BUILT THEM. WELL ! 


BUY IN AN ESTABLISHED COMM 


INSPECT OUR SAMPLE HOME 
Fé BAYLOR ROAD Se 
OPEN SATURDAY AND SUMDAY, V2 TO FM, WEEKDAYS, 1 Td 
An Fnspectron fa Farth. Coleman OF Deseription 
Only Three Homes Left For Quick Posseanon 
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Feb. 1952 


William Craig Smith 4 months old. Born 8 October 1951 in St. Francis Hospital 
The very same day his cousin Faith Gurland was born — their mothers shared a room. 


Valerie Jean, born Nov. 15, 1952 


1953 Craig & Val at Aunt Anne’s 


1953: 2 & 1 years old 


1954 
Aunt Mary 
Finnie 


684 
Independence 
Avenue 


Hamilton 
Township 


Sept. 1955: Aunt Anne’s, Homecrest Avenue 
with Nana, Johnny Smith, Craig & Val 


Alberta with Johnny Smith & Lana 


TRENTON SUNDAY TIMES-ADVERTISER, SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 1956 
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CLASS A — A youngster playing ai the beach provided an cx- 
ecllent subject for Val W. Smith of G84 Independence Avenue, 
Trenton 10, who ts winner of the 35 award in Class A in the 
third week of the Sunday Times-Advertiser Amaleur Snapshot 
Contest, Remomber that it's the action pictures, those which 
fell a atory and show the subject doing something Interesting, 
that the judges look for when they select the prize-winners, 
Judges Joseph G. Danley, Frank Balley and Leonard Leighton 
urge you te keep busy snapping those pictures. Yours might weil 
be the one they select before the Times-Advertiser Contest ends 
on Sunday, August 19. 
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CLASS B — John J. Done 
B in this week's Times-A 
Summor at variotis vacath 
prize-winning pictures. C 
fleation which for some nm 
prevails in similar contes 

her's fine 


al ; 
a . 
, ™ 
n* ° 4 > 
a . . 
_ 4 . * 
fi 
iz. Ars inn 
I in 


Robert Joseph, born Jan. 19,1955 1956 
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Dayton Pub 
Day 


at 


Yankee 
Stadium 


Easter 1958 


Aug. 1959 Baptism 
Uncle Pete & Aunt Peg godparents 


Aug. 9, 1959 Brian Albert 
McKinley Hospital, Trenton 
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